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alone, seeing that Lucia had not asked him; swung
himself easily enough clown the ledge; got the flower,
and put it, quietly bowing, into Mrs. Vavasour's
hand.

He was frightened when he had done it; for he
saw, to his surprise, that she was frightened. She
took the flower, smiling thanks, and expressing a little
commonplace horror and astonishment at his having
gone down such a dangerous cliff: but she took it to
Elsley, drew his arm through hers, and seemed deter-
mined to make as much of him as possible for the rest
of the afternoon. " The fellow was jealous, then, in
addition to his other sins !" And Campbell, who felt
that he had put himself unnecessarily forward between
husband and wife, grew more and more angry; and
somehow, unlike his usual wont, refused to confess
himself in the wrong, because he was in the wrong.
Certainly it was not pleasant for poor Elsley; and so
Lucia felt, and bore with him when he refused to be
comforted, and rendered blessing for railing when he
said to her more than one angry word \ but she had
been accustomed to angry words by this time.

All might have passed off, but for that careless
Valencia, who had not seen the details of what had
passed; and so advised herself to ask where Lucia
got that beautiful plant ?

" Major Campbell picked it up for her from the
cliff," said Elsley, drily.

"Ah? at the risk of his neck, I don't doubt. He
is the most matchless cavali-er servente."